
 

   

 
“In The Neighborhood You Could See” 

An unnamed group is currently circulating a petition protesting the proposed update of the City's zoning 
regulations.  The flyer that accompanies these petitions employs misleading statements about that proposal.  
Duncan Associates, the firm hired to prepare the new ordinance, and the Office of Planning and Grants offer 
the following facts to clarify citizen understanding of the new regulations. 

 

Assertions in anonymous petition The Facts 

1. Alley house/Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 
New ordinance makes no changes in current regulations for 
"alley houses" (homes in separate ownership on separate 
lots that front on an alley rather than the street). Rezoning, 
including public hearings and right of protest, would be 
necessary to construct accessory dwelling units (studios, 
small apartments within existing homes or in small accessory 
structures on a single lot).  

2. Single detached houses allowing 8 unrelated 
residents 

 

There is currently no regulation of the number of unrelated 
persons in single detached houses. Past regulations were 
removed based upon Montana Human Rights Council 
concerns.  Federal and State law requires accommodation of 
a number of group housing situations in single family zone 
districts. 

3. Three-story building up to 35 feet 

 

Due to change in how building height would be measured, 
the new ordinance is actually more restrictive than the current 
regulations on height in single-family zoning districts. The 
current code does not limit the number of stories in the R-1 
and A single family residential districts. 

4. Reduced side setbacks on higher buildings 
 

Fixed setback standards in current zoning would not be 
reduced.  Variable setback requirements based on building 
height are slated for elimination. 

5. Houses built on lot lines 
 

Lot-line house would be permitted but only within multi-parcel 
developments. Homes could only be built upon the lot line 
within the interior of the new development. Lot line 
development must respect current setback requirements in 
relation to neighboring properties. 

6. Windmills up to 46 feet in back yards 
 

The new code should address alternative energy, as citizens 
are demanding options. The height of any wind energy 
system would depend on the size of the parcel on which it 
was built.  A 46-foot windmill would have to be centered in a 
parcel at least 92 feet wide. 

7. Dramatic increase in on-street parking 
 

On-street parking is not now and will not in the future be 
controlled by the zoning ordinance. Zoning controls off-street 
parking, which is not proposed to change for single-dwelling 
zones. Other proposed changes are minimal and will not 
adversely affect neighborhoods.  

8. Nonconforming lots as building sites 
 

The new ordinance does not ease any current restrictions on 
nonconforming lots. 

9. New zoning district with five houses where 2 
once existed, with very small lot sizes. 

Nothing in the new ordinance changes the procedure for 
property owners to seek changes in their zoning. 

10. And much more  . . .  Find out for yourself at www.zoningmissoula.com.  

 


